today (Figures 5-6). Furthermore, carved stairways,
rainwater canals and pipes, as well as underground
cisterns for its storage, are preserved (Figures 7-9).
Rock-cutting for the building of constructions was a
common practice in antiquity, often noted at the
western part of Crete (Polyrhinnia, Selli, Eleuther-
na).

The necropolis lies outside the settlement, on the
low slopes, SE and SW to the modern village. It in-
cludes rock-cut chamber tombs of rectangular shape

and cist graves. The finds, unearthed during the
excavation of the necropolis, are the only ones from
this area.

In 1960, the late archaeologist Nikolaos Platon exca-
vated a two-storey chamber tomb. Several vessels were brought to light including an

amphora with molded emblems and twisted handles (Figure 10a-d). The vessel has four
emblems depicting mythological themes related to heroic labors. Hercules is depicted
in one of them, holding his club, ready to attack at the demonic dog Cerberus. On toth-
er side, Jason fights the Colchian dragon, the guardian of the Golden Fleece. These
ribbed vessels form a characteristic group of vessels which circulated in the Ptolemaic
Era, in Alexandria of Egypt and in Crete, mainly in the western part. It seems that in the
wider area of Rokka, a local pottery workshop has develope

In 1986, along the local road from Rokka to Kera, three tombs with rich pottery offer-
ings were recovered. The finds date from the late 4™ century B.C. to the first half of the
2" century B.C. All vessels, including a pointed amphora, a hydria, two lids, a skyphos,
a kantharos, perfume vases etc., belong to the same local pottery workshop of the
wider area of Kisamos. They demonstrate apparent influences from big centers of the
era, such as Alexandria and Macedonia as well as Athens, Corinth and Rhodes (Figures
11-15). These influences confirm the city’s relations with the rest of the Hellenistic
world. Today, at the Archaeological Museum of Kisamos, almost all archaeological finds
recovered from the area, are exhibited.Central to
this unique archaeological site it is organized
every summer at the villages of Rokka and Kera
the ‘Festival of Rokka’, a meeting between society
and culture. Through a dynamic and original pro-
gram of events, the whole area is transformed
into an open cultural stage, where musical, artistic
and theatrical productions reveal the local cultural physiognomy, attracting thousands
of visitors. At the remote and rough ancient acropolis of Rokka, on top of a gorge of
rare beauty, established musicians and artists present timeless works, redefining the
artistic expression and creating new powerful conditions of communication through it.
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APXAIOAOTIIKO2 XQPO2 POKKA2

H POKKa, NULOPEWVO XwpPLo TnG emap)iog Kiod-
HOU, oTnV evéoxwpa tng Sutikig Kprtng, sivat
Xtopévn os uPOopeTpo 210 p. o’ éva anapd-
HW\o duowko meptBdrlov, otnv TAAyLd EVOG
EVIUNWOoLakd YnAov Bpdxou mou Seomolel
oto yupw Ttomio (ewk.1). 3tg mapudég Tou
Bpdxou, ota voTLa, SLAKPIVOVTOL TA OLKLOTLKA
Asipava apyaiag 0£ong (1k.2), mov €ixe ava-

TtuXOei otnV MAQLA Kol EKTELVOTAV HEXPL TOV

oUYXPOVO OLKLOMO. THAHOTA TwV EAANVLOTIKWV
oKLV Tou 4°° at. it.X. evromnifovral KATw ano TG CNUEPIVEG
KOLTOLKIEG,.

H apxaio POKKa 8V OUYKATAAEYETAL OTLG UTOVOUEG KPNTL-

KEG TOAELG aAAG TBavotata Atav e§aPTNHEVN SLOKNTIKA

and v wxupn yewrovik MoAupprvia. Mpokettal yla nept-

deperakn eAAnvioTikr) TOAN ou Sev €koPe SIKA TNG VO~

opata. To mpdBAnpa TG TAUTIONG AUTAG TG B€0NG HE pia

and TG apyaieg moAelg tng KpRtng, anacyoAnce moAAolg

HEAETNTEG KL MEPLNYNTEG. APKETOL PEAETNTEG TILOTEVOULV OTL

oL OKLOMOL Ttou avarttixOnkav otnv KoAGda tou motapol

KoAévn (DaAeliava, Aupidiava, Nomryeta, KoAévy, Aghia-

va, Tpia AAwvia K.d.) cuvevwBnkav oto Kowoév twv Mw-

Saiwv, éva ouva-

OTOUO HE TpwTeLOVOoA T POKKA KaL EMiVELO
ta rtapaAiakd Normfjyeia. Mpwtog o R. Pashley,
Bpetavog nepinyntig otnv KpRtn, Taltice to
1837 ta gpeinia twv Nomnysiwv pe v apyaia
nOAn MABuUKVA, EVW OTO KOVTLVO XWPLd POKKaL
TonoB£TnoE TV apyoio opwvupn toAn.

H anoyn ot To Gvopa gival BEVETOLAVIKO Ao
TO LTaALKO rocca, Tou onpaivel ppolplo navw

o€ oxupo ¢uoiké LY wpa, Sev dpaivetar va svotabei S£do-

HéVOu OtL To Ovopa avadEépetal and tov Alkavo (Il, 55)

/6N amoé tov 3° at. p.X. H paptupio avth pe v emBiwcn

TOU TOMWVURioU odnyei otnv taution tou £AANVICTIKOU

OLKLOpOU HE tnv apxaio Pokka. O pwpaiog cuyypadéag

oto £pyo Tou [lepi {wwv 1616tNTog, avadEPEL TO LEPO TNG

ApTEHLS0G Pokkaiag Ko adpnyoUHEVOG LLaL LOTOPIOt OXETIKA

He TN Bgpaneia tng Avooag, LA yia tTh Pokkaia Aptepn, n

omnoia pnuilotav yia tig Ospaneutikég TG L8LOTNTEG.OL TAN-

podopieg Mou £XOULE yla TRV TLOAN, EKTOG QMO TLG CUVOTITIKEG avadopEg MEPLNYNTWV,
eival anotéAecpa Twv EMLPAVEIAKWY EPEUVWV KAl TwV Alywv
OXETIKA avooKadpKWV gUpnUATWY. Ztnv Kopudr tou Addou
TpouAAi, os pla ducikry akpomoAn, cwlovtat eAdxiota Asipava
Bulavtvrig oxUpwong. O Giuseppe Gerola, ItaAdg apxatoAdyog,
enokéPtnKe T0 1905-1906 TOV XWPO KAl ANMOTUNMWOE TNV OXUPW-
on, kabwg Kat ta KatdAouta Se§apevwv Kot GAAWV KATALOKEVWV
(ew. 3, onueia A-B-C). Inuepa, n oxvpwon Sev avayvwpiletat,
€xovtag npodavwe KATtakpnUVIoTEL oto ¢apdyylL mou Stépxetal
aVaToAKA TG apxaiag MOANG. 2To MAGTWUA TG KOPUdKG, TPELG
KTLOTEG SEEAUMEVEG CUYKEVTPWVAV TO VEPO TNG BPOXAG KL Tpodo-
Sotovoav Tov oKIoUO (€LK. 3, onueio B, €ik. 4). O Tpomog S6Unorg

TOUG XPOVOAOYEITAL OTOUG PWHATKOUG XPOVOUG, OTWG Kal oL SEAUEVEG TG
yertovikig MoAvpprviag. Nota, katndopilovrag tnv mAayid Siakpivovrat
ta AsiPava Tou apxoiou OLKIoHOU TIOU TILOTOTOLOUV OTL O XWPOG HTaV Ttu-
KVOKQTOLKNHEVOG. MpOKeLTal yia owkieg Aa§euTtég 0T0 AoBECTOALOIKO METPW-
MO, LE KTLOTEG IPOCOYELG OTLG SUO 1) TPELG TTAEUPEG TOUG, OL OTloieG SV oWIo-
vtal ofjpepa (gwk. 5-6). Emtiong, otov idlo xwpo Siatnpolvrat Aageutég KAL-
HOKEG, SpOpoL Kot aywyoi opppiwv uddtwv, KABWG KAl UTOYELEG SEEAUEVES
ouAloyrg autwv (k. 7-9). H mpaktikr tng Adgeuong tou duoikov Bpdxou
HE OTOXO TN SnMIoUPYict XWPWV I KOTAOKEUWV, TAPATNPEITAL CUXVA OTn
Sutikn Kpntn kata tnv apxatdtnta (MoAvpprvia, ZeAAi, EAeUBepva K.d.) To
vekpotadeio BpioKeTal EKTOG TOU OKIGHOU, ota XapnAd rpavr NA kot NA
TOu cUyXpovou olkiopou. Mept-
AapBavel Aageutoug BaAapost-
8¢eig tadoug opboywviov oxi-
HOTOG KoL KTLOTOUG KLBWTLO-
oxnuous. Euprpata amd tnv
TEPLOX) EXOUME MOVO QMo TLG
avaokadIKEG EPEVVEG TNG VEKPOTIOANG. To
€to¢ 1960, o aeipvnotog apXaloAdyog
Nwk6Aaog MAdtwv avéokape Siwpodo
KIBwtiéoxnpo tddo. Téte Hpbav oto Pwg
QPKETA ayyeia petafd Twv onoiwv évag apudopéad pe EKTUTTO EUPAROTO KOLL OTPETITES
AaBég (k. 10a-6). To ayyeio dpépet téooepa epBAfpata pe ikovoypadikd Bépata, ta

omnoia avrAolvtal Kupiwg and pubikolg KUKAOUG Ttou cuvdéovtal pe ABAoug npwwv.
2t pia 6PN ewkoviletar o HpakAfg He To pOmalo £ToLuog va emtedel 6To Satpoviko
okUAo KépBepo kat otnv GAAn o ldowv va taAeleL pe to Spdkovta thg KoAyidog, mou
dulovos to xpuodpaddo Sépag. Ta ayyeia pe epBAApaTA AOTEAOUV XOPOAKTNPLOTIKN
KOTNYopia OKELWV, YVWOoTH Kupiwg otnv AAe§avdpeia tng AyOmrtou Kat Tn SuTiki
Kpfitn, Katd tnv emoxn twv MroAsepaiwv. Mbavoétata, otnv gupltePn MEPLOXH TNG
POKKOLG UTtPXE KEPOALLKO EPYAOTHPLO APAYWYHG AVAAOYwVY ayyeiwv.

To 1986 otnv enap)Lakr 086 Pokkag — Kepdg, RpOav oto Ppwe TpELg
tadol pe MAoUOLA KEPALKA KTEPICHATA, TTOU XPOVOAoyouvTaL ano

i\ T TéAn tou 4°° ai. X éwg to mpwto futou tou 2°° at r.X. OAa

oxedov ta ayyeia, évag o§unubuevog apdopéag, pia vdpia, Suo
nwpata, €évag okudog, kavlpog, pupodoxeia K.d. ival npoiova
TOTILKOU £pyaotnpiov tnG eupUtepnG meploxng Kioapov, pe epda-
VEIG EMLPPOEG amo peydAa KEVTPA TNG EMOXNG, OTwWG N AAe§avSpeila
Kat n Makedovia, aAAd kot n ABRva, n Képwbog

Kat N P660¢ (g1k.11-15). OL EMLPPOEG AUTEG HOPTU-

pouV T emadEQ Kal TLG OXECELG TNG POKKAG ME TOV

untdlouno €AANVIOTIKO KOopo. OAa oxedov ta

avaoKadIKA EVPHUATA TNG TTEPLOXHG OTO ApXOLO-

Aoywké Movuoeio Kiodpou ektiBevtal orjpepa. Me

EMIKEVTPO TOV LSLAITEPO AUTO APXALOAOYLKO XWPO
Slopyavwvovtatl KaOe KaAoKaipL 6Toug OLKIoHOUG POKKAG Kat Kepdg ot «lMoptég POk-
KOG», MLOL CUVAVTNON TNG KOWWVIOG KAl TOU TOALTIoHoU. Méoa arnd To Suvapllkd Ko
TPWTOTUTIO MPOYPAUHA EKSNAWCEWV, OAOKANPN N TTEPLOXH LETATPETETOL OE HLOL AVOL-
Xt KAAALTEXVLKY OKNVI), OTIOU LLOUGLKEG, ELKOLOTIKEG Kot O£aTplkéG SnpUioupyieg ava-
SelkvOouv TNV MOATLoULKA PuoLOyVWHIA TOU TOTOU, TTPOGEAKUOVTAG XIALASEG ETLOKE-
TTEG. ITNV QMOUAKPUOUEVN Kot SuoBatn apxaio akpomoAn tng POKKAG TAvw oo To,
onaviag opopdLag, Gapayyl KATaELWUEVOL HOUGLKOL Kat KOAALTEXVEG EpUNVEVOULV £pyal
SLaxpovikig euBélelag, emavanpoadiopilovtag TPOmoug TG KAAALTEXVIKAG EKdpaong
KO SNLOVPYWVTAG VEEG, PAOTIKEG CUVORKEG EMLKOWVWVIOG HE QUTHV.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF ROKKA

Rokka is a hilly village at the region of Kisamos, in the heartland of west
Crete. It is built at an altitude of 210m,

in a natural environment of unparal-

leled beauty, on the slope of an impres-

sively high rock, towering over the

surroundings (Figure 1).

At the south edges of the rock are

traced the remains of an ancient settle-

ment, built on the slope and extending over the modern village (Figure 2).
Parts of the Hellenistic houses of the 4™ century B.C. are located under
the modern houses.

Ancient Rokka is not included in the autonomous Cretan States (Poleis),
but most probably was under the administrative governance of the pow-
erful neighboring Polyrhinnia. It was a peripheral, smaller Hellenistic city
which did not issue its own currency. The identification of the ancient city
with one of the known cities of Crete has troubled many researchers and travelers.
Several researchers believe that the settlements, which have been developed at the
valley of the river Kolenis (Faleliana, Lyridiana, Nopigeia, Koleni, Deliana, Tria Alonia
etc.), were under a coalition (koinon) of cities, the ‘Koinon of Modaioi’. Rokka was the
capital of this koinon and the coastal site of Nopigeia its port. R. Pashley, a British trav-
eler, was the first to identify in 1837 the
remains of Nopigeia with the Cretan city
of Mithymna and neighboring Rokka
with the homonymous ancient city.

The notion that the name is Venetian

and derives from the Italian word ‘rocca’

(meaning fortress on a natural slope) seems unfounded, since the name has been al-
ready mentioned by Aelian (lI, 55) in the 3™ century A.D. This reference on the preser-
vation of the name leads to the identification of the Hellenistic settlement as the an-
cient Rokka. The Roman author in his novel ‘On the nature of Animals’ (De Natura
Animalium), refers to the sanctuary of Artemis Rhokkaia; he also narrates a story on
the treatment of rabies, mentioning Rhokkaia Artemis, famous for her healing proper-
ties. Our knowledge about the city, besides the travelers’ brief reports, derives from
surveys and the relatively few archaeological finds.

On top of the Troulli hill, on a natural acropolis, few ruins of a
Byzantine fortress are preserved. In 1905-1906, Giuseppe Ger-
ola, an Italian archaeologist, visited the area and recorded the
fortification as well as the remains of cisterns and other con-
structions (Figure 3, points A-B-C).

Today, the fortification cannot be identified; it has probably
precipitated down into the gorge that runs to the east of the
ancient city. At a flat area on the top of the hill three cisterns
were built for collecting the rainwater and supplying the settle-
ment (Figure 3, point B; Figure 4). Their construc-
tion type dates to the Roman period, like the neighboring cisterns
of Polyrhinnia.

Going downhill along the slope to the south, remains of the an-
cient settlement can be traced, suggesting that the area was
densely populated. These are houses carved in limestone, with
built facades on their two or three sides, which are not preserved




